








dfull
Sticky Note
This is overinterpretation.  The reference to turning right was in relation to the general direction the river as flowing out of the mountains, not to the specific direction the trail turned 30 feet after fording.

dfull
Sticky Note
This is interesting.  The initial north direction does support wiggins, particularly since after a mile the direction shifts to the northwest.

dfull
Sticky Note
This is interesting, but doesnt really tell us much about the fording location.

dfull
Sticky Note
Again, dont overinterpret the term "right"



dfull
Sticky Note
This is interesting.  but unclear where this spring is.  The 1.5m to good grass on bottom is helpful.

dfull
Sticky Note
The problem with diaries after 1849 or so is that they seem to have taken a different trail.  But maybe this last bit is on the old trail.  One mile to a branch.  This would be dog creek.  I think this supports wiggins.



















dfull
Sticky Note
By the same token, I dont have any diaries yet that talk about going down Prosser Creek for a mile as is posited later on.

dfull
Sticky Note
I agree.  Emigrants crossed the river and didn't follow along it for miles.  This disposes of Graydon, but doesn't do anything to prove where the crossing was.

dfull
Sticky Note
Graydon is not the issue.  Before the dam



dfull
Sticky Note
too general

dfull
Sticky Note
too general

dfull
Sticky Note
This is very general

dfull
Sticky Note
Very general.  Could refer to entire section up to Donner Creek.

dfull
Sticky Note
General statement

dfull
Sticky Note
General Statement.  Note that he says the same thing the next day.  He means it is not level and it is not steep.

dfull
Sticky Note
General statement

dfull
Sticky Note
General Statement.  He says the same thing on other days as well.

dfull
Sticky Note
How do you know what trees were there before the area was logged?  

dfull
Sticky Note
A general statement

dfull
Sticky Note
General Statement

dfull
Sticky Note
We can agree Graydon's route is wrong.  But this does nothing to determine where the crossing occured



dfull
Sticky Note
No help

dfull
Sticky Note
General Statement

dfull
Sticky Note
Memoirs decades later are of little value.

dfull
Sticky Note
Actually, the distance to Dog Valley might be as little as 10 miles on my proposed route.  This is not a wild error. 8 miles is certainly enough to get across Second Summit so the hill mentioned is surely Second Summit.



dfull
Sticky Note
This mileages are good for disproving Graydon, but not not establish the actual location of the crossing.

























dfull
Sticky Note
McCall was writing about Stampede Valley, not Russel Valley.









dfull
Sticky Note
I agree.  However, there are stubs coming off the Dutch Flat Road labelled "Old Trail" which is a term used for the Emigrant Trail.

dfull
Sticky Note
Agree with this critique



dfull
Sticky Note
Generally Agree.  However, A number of diaries imply that they kept along the Truckee all the way to the junction with Donner Creek.

dfull
Sticky Note
See above.  Some diaries imply that they did travel to the jct with Donner Creek.



dfull
Sticky Note
This small creek is Donner Creek.

dfull
Sticky Note
Not necessarily.  Not all the diarists mention the Gravels double cabin.  Van Dorn pretty clearly is referring to the cabins near the lake.  Thus, his mileage is much less than Love

dfull
Sticky Note
You don't know that this is the Graves Cabins.  This diary is actually evidence that there was a road that came all the way up Donner Creek.



dfull
Sticky Note
OK, but there are other descent points nearby that are the appropriate distance.

dfull
Sticky Note
Wiggins ignores the fact that Littleton implies they turned right almost immediately after hitting the Truckee.

dfull
Sticky Note
Not true that Graydon's route doesnt hvae a hill.  You have to climb out of the prosser creek depression.  This is exactly the kind of ascent that is called a hill.

dfull
Sticky Note
Any spring that is covered by Prosser reservoir would no longer be visible.  This doesnt prove there wasnt one in 1849

dfull
Sticky Note
You don't know that they passed up the base of the creek drainage. They might have climbed earlier.



dfull
Sticky Note
This is thin evidence.  There are old roads everywhere and also springs.  

dfull
Sticky Note
This difference in mileage is not significant.  Emigrants usually overstate mileage.

dfull
Sticky Note
But you have assumed that when they mention cabins they are always referring to the Graves Cabin which is well before the crossing of Donner Creek.  That is not a good assumption.



dfull
Sticky Note
But the Wiggins route doesnt just go for a short distance before turning up the highway 40 route.  It is almost 2 miles.  I could not find this trail guide.  Nor is it listed in the Will Bagley Bibliography.

dfull
Sticky Note
Other travelers in 1850 have a rather high mileage to Donner Creek crossing. One mentions driving down a creek with plenty of water.  This would be Trout Creek.  Since 1850 was so wet, I wonder whether the trail didnt come down earlier to avoid a bad ford of Trout Creek.

dfull
Sticky Note
Note that Steele says the road is level. Contrast this with Wiggins' insistence on there being a big hill.
































































































