Our 2026 Convention is heading into

Gold Rush country! This year’s focus is on
Redding
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the trails that carried settlers, dreamers,

and fortune seekers into the Sacramento
Valley. We’ll spotlight the end of three
legendary routes: the Lassen Trail, which

wound its way to an end just north of

Chico; the adventurous Beckwourth Trail,

a daring Sierra crossing to Marysville; and

the famous

Truckee River
Route, which took

weary travelers to

Beckwourth Cabin

Johnson Ranch
near Wheatland — the first farm they

encountered after the long trek west.
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ABOUT OCTA

Our mission is to keep the spirit
of America’s historic emigrant
trails alive. We do this by inspiring
research, sharing knowledge,
preserving landmarks, raising
public awareness, and building . e
partnerships. William Ide Adobe
Every year, we bring history to life at our annual convention,
held in different cities across the West. Members and
guests enjoy engaging presentations and workshops with
trail experts, and guided visits to nearby sites that shaped
v our nation’s westward journey. It’s
both entertaining and enlightening
— a chance to
walk in the foot-
steps of history.
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Visit to Ragtown Crossing
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JOIN THE JOURNEY

Calling all trailblazers of knowledge!
We’re on the lookout for experts in
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pioneer life, and all things connected i ot e
o
with the final miles to the Northern

California ranches during the 1800s.
[f you’ve got insights, stories, or Forlorn Hope Sign
research to share, we’d love to hear

your ideas for presentations at our upcoming event.

We’re also seeking support to help make this gathering a
success — whether through financial contributions or
in-kind donations. Examples include bottled water and
snacks to keep participants energized on field trips,
printing services for programs and maps, promotional
goodies for attendees, advertising support to spread the

word, and raffle prizes or silent auction items.

We thank you — your expertise and generosity will help

bring the past to life for everyone who joins us!

CONTACT INFORMATION:

DAVE FREEMAN

(530) 591-2043
ARTODIS.DAVEGGMAIL.COM




